High School 2004 Released Prompt

ldeas & Content

Prompt A

Your community is concerned about the lack of structured activities for youth
after school and on weekends. The community leaders are planning the
construction of a new youth center.

Write an essay to be read by community leaders convincing them what
activities should be included at the youth center. Explain how the activities
will have a positive influernce on the youth.

Your cssay should include:
» An introduction, body, and conclusion.
* A clearly stated position.
» Specific, appropriate reasons.

* Persuasive word choice.

Remember o edit for spelling, orammar, punciuation, and capitalization.
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IDEAS and CONTENT

]
"he writing is exceptionally clear, focused and interesting. It
olds the reader’s attention throughout. Main ideas stand out and
re developed by strong support and rich details suitable to
udience and purpose. The writing is characterized by
clarity, focus, and control.
main idea(s) that stand out.
supporting, relevant, carefully selected details; when
appropriate, use of resources provides strong, accurate,
credible support
a thorough, balanced, in-depth explanation/ exploration of the
topic; the writing makes connections and shares insights.
content and selected details that are well suited to audience
and purpose.

5

The writing is clear, focused and interesting. It holds the

reader’s attention. Main ideas stand out and are

developed by supporting details suitable to audience and

purpose. The writing is characterized by

e clarity, focus, and control.

e main idea(s) that stand out.

e  supporting, relevant, carefully selected details;

when appropriate, use of resources provides strong,

accurate, credible support.

e athorough, balanced explanation/exploration of the

topic; the writing makes connections and shares
insights.

e content and selected details that are well-suited to
audience and purpose.

4
The writing is clear and focused. The reader can easily
understand the main ideas. Support is present, although it
may be limited or rather general. The writing is
characterized by

e aneasily identifiable purpose.

e  clear main idea(s)

e  supporting details that are relevant, but may be overly
general or limited in places; when appropriate,
resources are used to provide accurate support.

e atopic that is explored/explained, although
developmental details may occasionally be out of
balance with the main idea(s); some connections and
insights may be present.

e content and selected details that are relevant, but
perhaps not consistently well chosen for audience and
purpose.

»

"he reader can understand the main ideas, although they may be
verly broad or simplistic, and the results may not be effective.
upporting detail is often limited, insubstantial, overly general, or
ccasionally slightly off-topic. The writing is characterized by
an easily identifiable purpose and main idea(s).
predictable or overly-obvious main ideas or plot; conclusions
or main points seem to echo observations heard elsewhere.
support that is attempted; but developmental details that are
often limited in scope, uneven, somewhat off-topic,
predictable, or overly general.
details that may not be well-grounded in credible resources;
they may be based on clichés, stereotypes or questionable
sources of information.
difficulties when moving from general observations to
specifics.

2

Main ideas and purpose are somewhat unclear or

development is attempted but minimal. The writing is

characterized by

e apurpose and main idea(s) that may require
extensive inferences by the reader.

e minimal development; insufficient details.

e irrelevant details that clutter the text.

e  Extensive repetition of detail.

1

The writing lacks a central idea or purpose. The writing is

characterized by

o ideas that are extremely limited or simply unclear.

e  attempts at development that are minimal or non-
existent; the paper is too short to demonstrate the
development of an idea.
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High School Writing Ideas & Content — Score Point 1

writing

DIRECTIONS Now write your final copy on the following two pzi:ges.
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The writing lacks a central idea or purpose. While activities are mentioned and having fun at a

— youth center is mentioned, the paper is characterized by ideas that are extremely limited or simply ¢

_| unclear, attempts at development are minimal; the paper is too short to demonstrate development
of an idea.

Page5 . | £ o - Goonllp

Anchor Papers for 2004 High School Released Writing Prompt



High School Writing Ideas & Content — Score Point 2

- Writing —

W Now write your final copy on the fulnwing two pages. ;
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Main ideas are somewhat unclear or development is attempted but minimal. The paper lists
“| several activities but does not relate them to a youth center. The paper is characterized by a
purpose and main idea(s) that may require extensive inference by the reader.
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- Writing : Al P
Now write your final copy on the following two pages.
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The reader can understand the main |deas Supportlnq detall is often I|m|ted msubstantlal
overly general... For example, “We can bUI|d million of different things...” the nouns millions
and things are vague. While support ...is attempted; details are not well-grounded in credible
resources.
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Dl O Now write your final copy on the following two pages. o
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The reader can easily understand the main ideas. The writing is characterized by an easily —
identifiable purpose, supporting ideas that are relevant but may be overly general or limited in
places... For example, the sentence “In order to offer that ideal setting that meets what both
adults and today’s youth want, the center needs to offer activities that are not only fun, but also
| have a positive influence on the youth™ shows clear ideas but employs generalizations.
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The writing is clear, focused, and interesting. Main ideas stand out and are developed by N
supporting details suitable to audience and purpose. ...a thorough, balanced explanation...
While somewhat formulaic in structure, this essay is specific in ideas and supporting details. -
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The writing is exceptionally clear. Main ideas are developed with strong support and rich
details... This paper has a narrow and clear focus with varied details. By choosing to focus on
just one specific activity, the writer has explored it more thoroughly.
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